@i‘ OFFICER GEORGE ""PAT " WILLIS - P.0.Box 490/L.CNA - PAINESVILLE, OH 44077

phone (440) 350-3302  Email: george.willis@lakecountyohio.gov

In 1970, the United States Congress enacted into law the statutory definition of drugs for
“currently accepted medical use".

In order for a drug to have a ""currently accepted medical use™ it must meet the following
EIGHT criteria:

1. The Drug's chemistry must be known and reproducible.?
What this means is the substance's chemistry must be scientifically established to permit
it to be reproduced into dosages, which can be standardized.

2. There must be adequate safety studies.?
No drug can be considered safe in the abstract. Safety has meaning only when judged
against the intended use of the drug, its known effectiveness, its known and potential
risks, the severity of the illness to be treated, and the availability of alternative therapies.

3. There must be adequate and well-controlled studies proving efficacy.*

Studies involving related, but not identical drugs are irrelevant.> Studies involving the
same drug combined with other drugs are irrelevant. Incomplete studies, uncontrolled
studies, statistically insignificant studies, poorly designed studies, poorly conducted
studies, poorly documented studies, studies by investigators who are not qualified®, and
studies which cannot be replicated (provide the same results across more than one study)
are insufficient.” Lay testimonials, impressions of physicians, isolated case studies,
random clinical experience, reports so lacking in detail they cannot be scientifically
evaluated, and all other forms of anecdotal proof are entirely irrelevant. ®

4. Acceptance by qualified experts is required.
Lay testimonials, impressions of physicians, isolated case studies, random clinical
experience, reports so lacking in detail they cannot be scientifically evaluated, and all
other forms of anecdotal proof are entirely irrelevant. The observations and opinions of
medical practitioners who are not experts in evaluating drugs are also irrelevant.

5. The scientific evidence must be widely available.’
Information concerning the chemistry, pharmacology, toxicology and effectiveness of the
substance must be reported, published, or otherwise widely available, in sufficient detail
to permit experts, qualified by scientific training and experience to evaluate the safety and
effectiveness of the drug.

6. General availability of a drug is irrelevant.™
To simply measure the availability or use of a substance does not support points 1
through 5, and certainly does not mean the substance is medically beneficial.



7. Recognition in generally accepted text is irrelevant.*
Information concerning the chemistry, pharmacology, toxicology and effectiveness of the
substance must be reported, published, or otherwise widely available to evaluate the
safety and effectiveness of the drug.

8. Specific recognized disorders are the referent.!
It is impossible to judge the safety and effectiveness of a drug except in relation to a
specific intended use. A drug cannot obtain approval except in relation to the treatment
of a specific, recognized disorder.

Marijuana does not fit any of the above criteria.
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